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LEGISLATION 
I 55 and 55 
REGULATION 

Alternatives Bills Re-introduced 
H.R. 4805, also known as the Re

search Modernization Bill (lnt J Stud 
Anim Prob 1(3):168, 1980), has been re-in
troduced as H.R. 556 into the 97th Con
gress by Robert A. Roe (D-NJ). Congress
men Richmond (D-NY) and Hollenbeck 
(R-NJ) are co-sponsors of the bill. The 
language of H.R. 556 contains several 
changes although the basic provisions of 
H.R. 4805 (establishment of a National 
Center for Alternatives Research and re
allocation of 30-50% of federal funds 
currently supporting animal research to 
the development of alternatives) remain 
intact. The major alterations include a 
provision for a committee of at least ten 
members to advise the Center, establish
ment of the Center outside rather than 
under the aegis of the National Insti
tutes of Health, weakening of the state
ment on duplication of live animal ex
periments (changed from "eliminating" 
to "eliminating or minimizing"), and a 
change in the requirement to publish a 
notification of new alternatives in the 
Federal Register (refers only to alterna
tives in testing which satisfy the "scien
tific need of regulatory agencies" instead 
of alternatives in "research and testing"). 
The bill has been referred to the Con
gressional committees on Science and 
Technology, and Energy and Commerce. 

The Drinan bill (H.R. 282), which 
would authorize the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to make grants for re
search on alternatives up to a total of $12 
million, has been re-introduced by Con
gresswoman Geraldine Ferraro (D-NY). 
(Ms. Ferraro became the sponsor after Mr. 
Drinan, a Catholic priest, was ordered by 
the Pope to retire from Congress.) This bill 
has been referred to the committee on 
Science and Technology. 
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Regulation Instead of Codes? 
The Universities Federation for Ani

mal Welfare, in evidence to the U.K. 
House of Commons Select Committee 
on Agriculture, on November 12, 1980, 
suggested that existing codes of conduct 
in several areas of farm animal welfare 
be replaced with regulations. Among the 
Federation's recommendations (sum
marized in the Veterinary Record 107:478, 
1980) were: 

• All possible alternatives to the 
battery cage system for layers should 
be assessed with regard to welfare, 
production costs and feasibility. 
• Depriving hens of food or water 
for more than 24 hours during in
duced moulting should be prohibited 
by regulation. 
• Debeaking of birds, in an attempt to 
control aggression, should be prohibit
ed by regulation, except when consid
ered necessary by a veterinary surgeon. 
• The prolonged stalling and tether
ing of pregnant sows should be phased 
out by regulation. 
• The early-weaning and cage-rear
ing of piglets should be critically as
sessed and regulations and codes al
tered in accordance with the results. 
• The straw yard system for rearing 
groups of veal calves should be inves
tigated to assess the welfare and dis
ease risks involved. If the problems are 
slight or can be easily overcome, the 
calf crate system of veal production 
should be prohibited by regulation. 

Rats, Mice and the RAA 
There has been a recent flurry of in

terest in Washington in the workings of 
the federal Animal Welfare Act and the 
scope of the associated regulations, par
ticularly as they bear on the kinds of ani
mals covered by the law. The Act itself 
defines "animal" as "any live or dead 
dog, cat, monkey (nonhuman primate 
mammal), guinea pig, hamster, rabbit, or 
such other warm-blooded animal, as the 
Secretary may determine is being used ... 
for research, testing, experimentation, or 
exhibition purposes or as a pet ... (U.S.C. 
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§§2131-2156, 1976, Section 2(g)) [empha
sis added], but the regulations written by 
the administering agency, the U.S. De
partment of Agriculture, specifically ex
clude rats and mice. Animal welfare 
groups are urging inclusion of these spe
cies in the regulations, and the National 
Society for Medical Research has stated 
that it, too, would favor such a change. 
However, despite a consensus that rats 
and mice deserve equal protection un
der the Act, the matter is not clear-cut. 

Research Animal Alliance (RAA), a non
profit trade association which repre
sents users of laboratory animals in 
Washington, has commented as follows: 

"In July 1980, the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
USDA held public meetings to solicit 
comments regarding the regulations and 
standards promulgated under the Ani
mal Welfare Act. The recommendation 
made most often by representatives of 
animal welfare organizations was the in
clusion of rats and mice under the Ani
mal Welfare Act. 

Animal welfare representatives ar
gue that rats and mice experience pain, 
and thus, require the same protection 
that the AWA provides other species. No 
one would argue that rats and mice 
should be afforded the same safeguards 
as other species. The laboratory animal 
community's stand on this issue was es
tablished via a questionnaire dissemi
nated to the RAA membership. The over
whelming majority of the respondents 
favored the inclusion of rats and mice 
under the AWA. 

Approximately 92% of all research 
animals are rats and mice. Thus, APHIS· 
is simply not equipped to monitor this 
vast number of animals. The reporting re
quirements, as applied to species current
ly covered under the Act, require the 
animals be reported individually. Obvi
ously, for those institutions using large 
numbers of rats and mice, this would be 
an impossible administrative task. 

RAA, in voicing the opinion of its 
membership, has informed APHIS that, 
"RAA is a strong proponent of the hu
mane treatment of all species of ani
mals, and it does not oppose the inclu-
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sion of rats and mice in accordance with 
the current 'Guide for the Care and Use 
of Laboratory Animals' (ILAR)." How
ever, practical as well as philosophical 
considerations must be addressed, and 
thus, RAA urges a reassessment of the 
reporting requirements to minimize pa
perwork burdens while still preserving 
the intent of this proposed amendment." 

MEETINGS and 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MEETING REPORT 
APA Symposium on Ethics 

The American Psychological Asso
ciation (APA) devoted one symposium to 
"Ethical Issues in Research with Ani
mals" at its September 1980 annual 
meeting in Montreal, Canada. Dr. Evalyn 
F. Segal (San Diego State University) or
ganized and chaired the meeting, in 
which four papers were presented. 

Dr. Derek Blackman (University 
College, Cardiff, Wales) gave a review of 
the regulation of psychological experi
mentation in the U.K. He contended that 
the licensing procedure required by the 
British Cruelty to Animals Act is not so 
much a restriction of scientific freedom 
as a form of protection for scientists in 
that they cannot be privately prosecut
ed for animal cruelty if they are li
censed. Blackman referred to the British 
Psychological Association's survey and 
review of concerns published in its 1979 
Bulletin and noted that the society now 
has a Standing Advisory Committee 
which gives input to the Home Secretary. 

Dr. Perrie Adams (University of Tex
as, Galveston) gave a paper entitled 
"The Scientist's Concern for Animal 
Welfare" in which he mentioned the 
new APA guidelines, which are similar to 
those of the Neuroscience Association 
(published in that organization's March 
1980 newsletter). Adams stressed that 
abused animals will give worthless re
sults and that pain, once it has been 
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deemed justified or unavoidable, should 
be minimized. 

Dr. Michael W. Fox (Institute for the 
Study of Animal Problems, Washington, 
D.C.) discussed the credibility of many 
psychological experiments on animals 
and the attitudes and values in the field 
of experimental psychology that are 
now being questioned by philosophers, 
scientists and others. 

Dr. Jeri Sechzer (Cornell 
University), in a paper entitled "Use of 
Animals for Experimentation in the 
U.S.," gave a brief overview of the histo
ry of animal protective legislation in the 
U.K. and its parallels in the U.S. She 
noted the work of the New York Acade
my of Sciences to establish ethical stan
dards and humane guide I ines. 

A brief discussion followed the 
formal presentations. Dr. Blackman sa.id 
that he was uneasy about the present Sit
uation in which experimental psycholo
gists monitor themselves on ethics of an
imal use and asked for suggestions for a 
better method of control. Dr. Sechzer 
stated that "ninety-nine out of one hun
dred experiments may be invalid, but we 
can't tell." 

This symposium could have been 
more valuable if these latter points had 
been explored together with discussions 
of what constitutes ethically unaccepta
ble psychological research (such as stu
dies of learned helplessness). Codes and 
guidelines for humane treatment and 
care of experimental animals are of 
doubtful value when there is no attempt 
to place critical limits on what can and 
cannot be done to animals in the course 
of experimentation. A symposium to. dis
cuss this central issue and the quest1ons 
of scientific freedom and_ accountability 
is now needed. 

The proceedings of the APA sympo
sium will be published in the Psycho
pharmacology Bulletin. For more i~for
mation, contact Dr. Allen Raskin, Ed1tor, 
Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rock
ville, MD 20205. 

M.W. Fox 
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FORTHCOMING 
MEETINGS 
American Association of Swine Practi
tioners: Annual Meeting, May 17-19, 
1981, Kansas City, MO. Contact Dr. F.D. 
Wertman, AASP Executive Secretary, 
5921 Fleur Drive, Des Moines, lA 50321. 

VII International Congress of the World 
Veterinary Poultry Association: July 1-3, 
1981, Oslo, Norway. Contact the WVPA 
Organizing Committee, National Veteri
nary Institute, POB 8156 Dep, Oslo 1, 
Norway. 

Action for Life: A National Planning 
Conference for Vegetarian and Animal 
Protection Activists, July 3-6, 1981, New 
York City area, exact location uncon
firmed at press time. Contact Dr. Alex 
Hershaft, Vegetarian Information Serv
ice, Box 5888, Washington, DC 20014. 

Hungarian Society of Agricultural 
Sciences: International Conference of 
Ethology, August 24-27, 1981, Agricul
tural University of Godollo, Godollo, 
Hungary. Topics include "The Role of 
Ethology in Large Scale Animal Breed
ing," and "Developing the Technical
Biological Unit of Industrial Animal 
Breeding with Help of Ethological Re
search." Contact Prof. Dr. J. Czako, Or
ganizing Committee for Congress of Ap
plied Animal Ethology, Agricultural Uni
versity, Godollo, H2103, Hungary. 

Wildlife Disease Association (Australa
sian Section): Fourth International Wild
life Diseases Conference, August 24-28, 
1981, Sydney, Australia. Contact Dr. E.P. 
Finnie, Program Chairman, Toranga Park 
Zoo, Mosman, NSW 2088, Australia, or 
Dr. M.E. Fowler, Dept. of Medicine, 
School of Veterinary Medicine, Universi
ty of California at Davis, Davis, CA 
95616, USA. 

International Conference on the Hu
man/Companion Animal Bond: October 
S-7, 1981, Philadelphia, PA. Sponsored 
by the University of Pennsylvania Cent.er 
for the Interaction of Animals and Socie
ty and the Delta Group of the Latham 
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Foundation. Contact the Center (above), 
School of Veterinary Medicine, Universi
ty of Pennsylvania, 3800 Spruce St., Phil
adelphia, PA 19104. 

International Primatological Society: 
IXth Congress, August 8-13, 1982, Atlan
ta, GA. The annual meeting of the Amer
ican Society of Primatologists will be 
held jointly with the Congress. Contact 
Dr. Frederick A. King, Director, Yerkes 
Regional Primate Research Center, 
Emory University, Atlanta, GA 30322. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
New Publications in the U.S. 

The River Otter Fellowship, "an in
formal assemblage of individuals work
ing together to educate the public in the 
otter's behalf" and to promote its pre
servation, has begun publishing a semi
annual newsletter, The Brightwater jour
nal. The newsletter contains articles de
signed to dispel destructive myths about 
the otter and to raise public conscious
ness of the many pressures that human 
encroachment and excessive fur trapping 
have created for the species. Written 
contributions are encouraged. Contact J. 
Scott Shannon, River Otter Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 2061, Irwindale, CA 91706. 

The Latham Foundation, founded in 
1918 "to promote respect for all I ife 
through education" has also launched a 
quarterly bulletin, The Latham Letter. 
The Foundation has a special interest in 
the human/companion animal bond, and 
it is hoped that the newsletter will attract 
professionals interested in this phenom
enon. Annual subscription: $3.00. Con
tact the Latham Foundation, Clement 
and Schiller Sts., Alameda, CA 94501. 

New Publication in Australia 
The four branches of the animal 

liberation movement in Australia (New 
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and 
Australian Capital Territory) have just 
started a quarterly newsletter, Outcry. 
The first issue (November 1980) contains 
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articles on an alternative to the battery 
cage, sheep mulesing (See lnt j Stud 
Anim Prob 1(4):224-226, 1980.), the pro
posed lifting of the ban on importation 
of kangaroo products into the U.S. and a 
message from Peter Singer, the national 
patron of Animal Liberation in Australia. 
Yearly subscription: A$5.00; contact 
Outcry, c/o Animal Liberation, P.O. Box 
199, Glen Iris, Victoria 3146, Australia. 

Animal Welfare Science Library 
The Humane Society of the United 

States has established the Joyce Mertz 
Gilmore Library under the aegis of the 
Institute for the Study of Animal Prob
lems. The collection currently contains ap
proximately 1,500 volumes and 100 news
letters and periodicals. Emphasis is now 
being placed on acquiring material on 
the technical aspects of animal welfare 
and veterinary science as well as the 
philosophy of animal rights and animal 
welfare. A reprint file of relevant journal 
articles is being compiled and it is hoped 
that with sufficient grant support, the 
library will eventually house a specialist 
bibliographic data retrieval system. 

Any qualified person wishing to use 
the library should first contact the 
Librarian, Ms. Ellen Arneson, at 2100 L 
St., N.W., Washington, DC 20037, (202) 
452-1100, to set up an appointment. The 
library will be open from 9am to Spm 
Monday-Friday, subject to change. 

Committee for Replacement Animal 
Models 

The School of Aerospace Medicine 
at Brooks Air Force Base in Texas has re
cently set up a Replacement Animal 
Model Committee. This committee will 
initially function as an information 
clearinghouse and will encourage re
search scientists to consider the feasibil
ity of alternative techniques which re
duce the numbers of laboratory animals 
used, or lessen distress and/or pain en
dured by the animals during experimen
tation. For more information contact Dr. 
David Eisenbrandt, Brooks Air Force 
Base School of Aerospace Medicine, San 
Antonio, TX 78235. 
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UFAW Symposium Proceedings 
The proceedings of the September 

1980 symposium on the Ecology and 
Control of Feral Cats, sponsored by the 
Universities Federation for Animal Wel
fare, are now available from the UFAW 
offices for £2.00. Send orders to: UFAW, 
8, Hamilton Close, South Mimms, Pot
ters Bar, Herts. EN6 3QD, UK. 

New Federation of Animal Groups 
On 17 july 1980, twenty-two animal 

welfare and animal liberation organiza
tions formed the Australian Federation 
of Animal Societies. The Federation is 
launching two campaigns: one directed 
against the export of live animals for 
food, and one to persuade the Austra
lian government to allow donations to 
animal welfare societies to be tax 
deductible. According to Christine Town
end, Secretary of the new group, "We 
believe that animal welfare is a moral 
issue, and should never become some
thing that is used to cause divisiveness 
between parties. We would prefer to see 
all parties adopt animal welfare as an 
ethical, moral responsibility, keeping it 
high above point scoring and dirty 
words, and all working together to see 
man fulfill his duties and responsibilities 
towards the animals" (Outcry, Novem
ber 1980, p. 6). 

U.K. Animal Care Courses 
The National Extension College is 

offering a two-year correspondence 
course "for people who look after ani
mals in zoos, wildlife parks, wildlife col
lections, dolphinaria and aquaria." 
Open to anyone 16 or over, the course is 
the result of the deliberations of a com
mittee which included representatives 
of the British Veterinary Association, the 
National Zoological Association, the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, and the Universities 
Federation for Animal Welfare. The 
study units cover all aspects of zoo 
management as well as an examination 
of why zoos exist and their relevance to 
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endangered species. Further information 
may be obtained from the National Ex
tension College, 18 Brooklands Ave., 
Cambridge CB2 2HN, UK. 

The North East College of Technol
ogy is organizing a six-week residential 
course from April 27 to june 5, 1981 for 
senior animal house staff who already 
manage, or hope to manage, laboratory 
animal facilities outside the United 
Kingdom. The course will offer instruc
tion in the fields of laboratory animal 
science and technology, covering mod
ern practice and developments in ani
mal health, care, nutrition, breeding and 
experimental usage, together with as
pects of management, staff training and 
similar topics. While the lectures will ex
amine some of the most recent views 
and developments in the relevant areas 
of science and technology, a special at
tempt will be made to show the applica
tion of these to the conditions I ikely to 
be found in underdeveloped parts of the 
world. The course will comprise lec
tures, seminars, films and visits to some 
modern animal facilities. Number of en
rollments is strictly limited, and the fees 
range from £1,100-1,300. For more de
tails, contact Mr. A.A. Tuffery, Dept. of 
Biological Science, North East Surrey 
College of Technology, Reigate Rd., 
Ewell, Surrey, UK. 

Award for Alternatives 
The Canadian Society for the Pre

vention of Cruelty to Animals is 
donating an award to the Canadian Fed
eration of Biological Societies for the 
best paper proposing or involving al
ternatives to the use of laboratory an
imals. The award consists of $500 as well 
as reimbursement for the trip to the an
nual Federation meeting. Send abstracts 
of papers and cover letters to the Cana
dian Federation of Biological Societies, 
c/o Dr. G.R.F. Davis, Research Station, 
Research Branch Agriculture Canada, 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, 
Sask. S7N OX2, CANADA. 
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BOOK 
NEWS 

BOOKS RECEIVED 
CAGED BIRD MEDICINE, C.V. Steiner 
and R.B. Davis (Iowa State University 
Press, Ames, lA, 1981, $17.50). 

ANIMAL PLAY BEHAVIOR, Robert 
Fagen (Oxford University Press, New 
York, NY, 1981, $25.00 cl., $11.95 ppr.). 

BACTERIAL, RICKETTSIAL AND MY
COTIC DISEASES, H. Stoenner, W. 
Kaplan and M. Torten, eds., Handbook 
Series in Zoonoses, Volume II, Section A 
(CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, 1980, 
$69.95). 

HAGAN AND BRUNER'S INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS (7th 
ed.), ].H. Gillespie and J.F. Timoney(Cor
nell University Press, Ithaca, NY, 1981, 
$39.50). 

POULTRY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
AND PRODUCTION, Western Regional 
Research Project (University of Califor
nia, Davis, CA, 1980, $3.50). 

LABORATORY ANIMAL MANAGE
MENT: NONHUMAN PRIMATES, Com
mittee on Nonhuman Primates, Subcom
mittee on Care and Use (National Aca
demy of Sciences, Washington, DC, 
1980, available free upon request to the 
Institute of Laboratory Animal Re
sources, Washington, DC). 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD INTER
NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON EQUINE 
MEDICATION CONTROL, T. Tobin, J.W. 
Blake and W.E. Woods, eds. (University 
of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, 1980, 
$39.50). 
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L'HOMME ET L'ANIMAL, Pierre Micaux, 
Deputy of the French National Assem
bly. A report on animal welfare issues 
and regulation in France (La Documen
tation Franc;:aise, Paris, 1980). 

REVIEWS 

The Animal Rights Law Reporter 
(Society for Animal Rights, 421 South 
State Street, Clarks Summit, PA 18411) 
has now started into its second year and 
it is clear that the project is doing well. 
The typed, camera-ready copy has been 
replaced by type-set articles, which 
makes it easier to read. The publication 
is divided into the following sections: In 
the Courts, In the Legislatures and Agen
cies, In the Legal Literature, Bulletin 
Board and Available Resources. It is full 
of interesting information and directions 
on how to obtain documents which may 
otherwise escape notice. Although the 
publication is aimed at lawyers and law 
students the writing is lucid and concise 
and anybody interested in animal rights 
philosophy or the wider ramifications of 
animal welfare will find this a very use
ful and informative publication. TheRe
porter is sent free on request to members 
of the Society for Animal Rights (dues 
are $15). It is also being sent free on re
quest to interested organizations, law li
braries, attorneys general, public offi
cials and government agencies.- Eds. 

SAFETY TESTING OF TOXIC SUB
STANCES (Canadian Federation of H u
mane Societies, Ottawa, Ontario, Can
ada, 1980, $5.00) is the report of a survey 
conducted by Dr. John Gilman, who 

recently retired from the Canadian 
Council on Animal Care. Two hundred 
and four institutions, including govern
ment (84), university (75) and industry 
(45) laboratories, were sent one or more 
questionnaires covering animal use in 
diagnosis, toxicology res·earch and de
velopment and the safety testing of 
drugs, foods, other chemicals and 
physical hazards. Seventy percent of 
those contacted cooperated although 
only 50% of the industrial concerns 
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