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and weight of cattle. Upon detection, bullers are segregated and treated for injury 
or illness. In most cases, subsequent riding and injury in "buller pens" is minimal. 

To the extent that boredom of feedlot cattle results in abnormal behavior, 
research should be initiated to explore the feasibility of enriching the environment, 
possibly by visually engaging the attention, in some manner, of feedlot cattle and 
penned livestock in general. 
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Legislation & Regulation 
ASZ Cannot Support HR 556 

The American Society of Zoologists 
(Thousand Oaks, CA) has issued a state­
ment on HR 556, the Research Moderni­
zation Bill (see 2(2):103, 1981), which is 
reproduced below: 

The American Society of Zoologists 
supports efforts to improve the lot of 
laboratory animals. It does so, not only 
on humanitarian grounds, but also for 
the practical reason that badly main­
tained animals do not give reliable re­
sults. Nonetheless, while sharing many 
of its goals, the Society cannot give its 
support to HR 556, due to a number of 
practical problems in the Bill. Among 
them are the following: 

1. Scientists have been quick to 
adopt cheaper substitutes, such as the 
Ames test, for live animal research. The 
declining budget for scientific research 
should accelerate this trend even more. 
Yet it is misleading to suggest that tests 
on bacteria or computer simulations can 
replace 30-50% of all advanced live ani­
mal research. In medical research, this 
assumption is particularly erroneous. A 
bacterium may be used to screen for 
genetic mutations, but it cannot tell 
much about the likelihood of a drug's 
producing nausea in a human digestive 
tract. Nor are computer simulations a 
panacea: a computer model requires an 
exceedingly thorough understanding of 

the organism. Developing the model it-. 
self requires animal experimentation. 
Without accurate input, the model would 
be useless: garbage in, garbage out. 

2. At the largest research institu­
tions, new methods are used upon publi­
cation, if not before. But in smaller in­
stitutions, or in student exercises, assis­
tance would be very useful. The ASZ 
would like to see short courses, such as 
those in NSF's Chataqua (sic) program, 
which would instruct laboratory scien­
tists and classroom teachers in tech­
niques or lab exercises which avoid the 
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use of live animals. This constructive aid 
would probably pay off in one or two 
semesters. Thus, Sec. (a and b) of HR 556 
is a step forward, though consolidation 
within one agency would probably lead 
to economies of scale. Even so, it is 
worth emphasizing that up until now, 
the National Science Foundation has been 
empowered to carry out programs of 
this type; only money has been lacking. 

3. "Publish or perish" is the rule of 
scientists. But journals will not publish 
material unless it is new. Thus, scientists 
have the strongest possible incentive to 
avoid duplication: If they don't, the 
result is less likely to be published. 
When this rule is violated, the researcher 
usually has a very good reason. He or 
she probably thinks the original work 
was badly done, or left out some impor­
tant factor. Due to the calculated risk to 
one's career, duplicate research is never 
carried out capriciously. Any law forbid­
ding duplication of research (as in Sec. 
1 O(b)) is pointless or counterproductive, 
since scientists have had such a "law" 
for years. 

4. The bill affects only federally­
funded research. At present, this re­
search ranges from studies of the breed­
ing of pandas at the National Zoo to 
tests of cancer drugs on live animals. It 
does not cover Draize tests of new types 
of mascara or hair dye, for example. These 
latter tests are funded by cosmetic com­
panies, and would be unaffected by this 
bill. Does it make sense to slash fed­
erally-funded research, and leave indus­
trially-oriented experiments unscathed? 

5. As zoologists who study a broad 
range of species in the animal kingdom, 
we are concerned that the definition of 
"alternative methods of research and 
testing" includes "the. use of... lower 
organisms." By conservative estimate, 
there are over a million species of ani­
mals on the planet, from corals to koa­
las. Is an intelligent octopus a higher 
organism, while a dull lab rat is a lower 

269 



one, or vice-versa? Or is the word "ani­
mal" intended to be mis-defined, as it 
sometimes is, as "mammal," so that 
chimps, rats, bats, and koalas are pro­
tected, while chickens, hummingbirds, 
lizards, frogs, starfish, crabs, beetles, 
ants and water bears are not? Or are all 
multi-celled animals protected? Our 
members need to know which of the 
thousands of species we study will fall 
within this law. 

6. Finally, we object to so vast a 
reprogramming of the research budget 
of these agencies. If 30-50% of the bud­
gets for research on live animals of NSF, 
USDA, NIH, EPA, DOE, DOT, NASA, 
NRC, FDA, Commerce, and Defense are 
redirected as this bill requires, the 
amount of money is over $1 billion. For 
NIH especially, the effect would be de­
vastating. Moreover, in many cases, Con­
gress has required these tests for con­
sumer or environmental safety. How will 
these tests be funded otherwise? Will 
Congress then have to increase each 
agency's budget, so that enough money 
exists among the remaining 50-70% to do 
all of the required tests? Moreover, a 
sudden windfall of over $1 billion seems 
to be a classic case of throwing money 
at a problem: Is there really $1 billion 
worth of high quality research in alter­
native methods out there waiting to be 
done? 

If HR 556 is clarified to reflect the 
existing conditions in research labora­
tories more accurately, and if the me­
thod and amount of funding is changed 
substantially, the American Society of 
Zoologists would look forward to work­
ing with elected representatives to form 
a program which will benefit all labora­
tory animals (ASZ Newsletter, April1981). 

Transport of Horses for Slaughter 

A bill has been introduced into the 
Senate by John Melcher (D-MT) which 
would give the Secretary of Agriculture 
the authority to set regulations for the 
treatment of horses being transported 
for slaughter. Section 203 of the bill (S. 
1053) reads: "The Secretary shall pro-

270 

mulgate, by rule within six months after 
the date of enactment of this title, stan­
dards to govern the humane handling, 
care, treatment, and transportation in 
commerce of horses intended for slaugh­
ter. Such standards shall include mini­
mum requirements with respect to han­
dling, feeding, watering, loading, sanita­
tion, ventilation, and shelter from ex­
tremes of weather and temperatures, 
size and condition of vehicle, position of 
horses by sex and size, and verification 
that the horses are fit to travel." 

The bill also provides for investiga­
tions to be conducted to determine vio­
lations in practice. These would include, 
but not be limited to, inspection of 
horses and vehicle upon arrival at the 
slaughter plant by Federal Meat Inspec­
tors, who would be permitted to con­
fiscate and humanely destroy any horse 
"found to be suffering as a result of fail­
ure to comply" with any provision of the 
bill. Violators would be assessed a civil 
penalty of no more than $1,000 per vio­
lation, and could receive a maximum 
jail sentence of one year in lieu of or in 
addition to the fine. 

This bill would cover horses being 
transported to any of the 20 slaughter 
plants located in the U.S. The approxi­
mately 30,000 horses that are exported 
to Canada for slaughter per year (Agri­
culture Canada, 1981) would be covered 
until they reached the Canadian border. 
As presently required under Canadian 
law, the horses must be examined by a 
veterinarian as they cross the border. 

Current 
Events 
FORTHCOMING 
MEETINGS 

International Conference on the Hu­
man/Companion Animal Bond: October 
5-7, 1981, Philadelphia, PA. Sponsored 
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by the University of Pennsylvania Center 
for the Interaction of Animals and Socie­
ty and the Delta Croup of the Latham 
Foundation. Contact the Center (above), 
School of Veterinary Medicine, Universi­
ty of Pennsylvania, 3800 Spruce St., Phil­
adelphia, PA 19104. 

Society for the Study of Ethics and 
Animals: Third Annual Meeting, Decem­
ber 27, 1981 (tentative), Philadelphia, 
PA. Contact Professor Harlan B. Miller, 
Dept. of Philosophy and Religion, Vir­
ginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, Blacksburg, VA 24061. 

American Association for the Advance­
ment of Science: Annual Meeting, Jan­
uary 3-8, 1982, Washington, DC. Contact 
AAAS Meetings Office, 1776 Massachu­
setts Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20036. 

Southwest Foundation: Symposium on 
"The Use of Nonhuman Primates in Ex­
otic Viral and Immunologic Diseases," 
February 28-March 3, 1982, San Antonio, 
Texas. Sessions will include general con­
siderations (husbandry, spontaneous dis­
eases, primate viruses, alternative me­
thodologies, and germ-free and SPF non­
human primates), immunology and im­
munologic alterations (including blood 
diseases and genetic aspects and viral 
diseases), comparative medicine (ani­
mals other than simians for the study of 
disease) and biohazards. Attendance 
will be limited to 250 persons. Abstracts 
will be required from speakers. All re­
ports will be published. Contact Dr. S.S. 
Kalter, Southwest Foundation for Re­
search and Education, P.O. Box 28147, 
San Antonio, TX 78284. 

Humane Research Trust: The Role of 
Animals in Scientific Research and their 
Effectiveness as Substitute Models for 
Man, April 21-23, 1982, Manchester Uni­
versity, Manchester, UK. Scheduled speak­
ers: Dr. H. Muir, Prof. C. Marsden, Prof. 
M. Panigel, Mr. R.N. T.-W.-Fiennes, Air 
Commodore J. Malcolm, Mrs. R. Clay­
ton, Dr. E. Carson, Prof. D. Davies, Prof. 
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D. Parke, Prof. P. Turner, Dr. J. Fry, Dr. S. 
Vine, Prof. J. Bridges, Dr. T. Connors, Dr. 
J. Parry, Dr. M. Dawson. Registration fee 
is £50, including accommodation and 
meals. Contact the Conference Organ­
izer, Humane Research Trust, Brook 
House, 24 Bramhall Lane South, Bram­
hall, Stockport, Cheshire SK7 2DN, UK. 

2nd European Conference on Farm Ani­
mal Welfare: May 1982, Strasbourg, 
France. The first part of the Conference 
will involve a review of progress made in 
farm animal welfare since the first Eu­
ropean Conference, which was held in 
Amsterdam in 1979. The second and ma­
jor part will be devoted to the transpor­
tation and handling of farm animals pro­
duction to slaughter. The Secretary Gen­
eral of the Council of Europe has agreed 
to the Conference being held in the 
Council's Assembly Chamber and there­
fore the exact date in May will not be 
determined until the Council and the Eu­
ropean Parliament have settled their 
own meeting dates for 1982. 

Zoological Society of Philadelphia and 
the Institute for Cancer Research: Sym­
posium on Animal Counterparts of Hu­
man Disease, With Particular Reference 
to Hepatitis B-like Viruses, May 16-20, 
1982, Franklin Plaza Hotel, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Contact Theresa Mullar­
key, Philadelphia Zoological Carden, 
34th St. and Gerard Ave., Philadelphia, 
PA 19104. 

International Primatological Society: 
IXth Congress, August 8-13, 1982, Atlan­
ta, CA. The annual meeting of the Amer­
ican Society of Primatologists will be 
held jointly with the Congress. Contact 
Dr. Frederick A. King, Director, Yerkes 
Regional Primate Research Center, 
Emory University, Atlanta, CA 30322. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IRLG Guidelines 

The Interagency Regulatory Liaison 
Croup has been working since 1977 to 
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